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" I  o n c e  w a s  a s k e d  t o  d e f i n e  m a n ,  u s  s o - c a l l e d
h u m a n  b e i n g s ,  s u p p o s e d l y  t h e  m o s t  s u p e r i o r
i n h a b i t a n t  o f  p l a n e t  E a r t h ,  a n d  d u e  t o  t h e
m o m e n t ’ s  u r g e n c y ,  f o r  a  q u i c k  r e p l y ,  a l l  I  c o u l d
m u s t e r  w a s  a n  a n i m a l  s i m i l e  ( M a n  i s  a n
a n i m a l ) ,  a n d  I  f e l t  t e r r i b l e ,  I  t h o u g h t  I  f u m b l e d ,
b u t  t h e n  l o o k i n g  b a c k  n o w ,  i t  w a s  i n  f a c t  t h e
b e t t e r  a n s w e r .
 
Y e s ,  i n  f a c t ,  m a n  r e m a i n s  o n  t h a t  l e v e l ,  a n i m a l .
 
A n d  I  c a m e  u p o n  a  d i s c o u r s e  e x a c t l y  o n  t h i s
m a t t e r ,  t h a t  d e s p i t e  u s  b e i n g  t h e  b e t t e r
d e v e l o p e d  s p e c i e s ,  m o s t  o f  u s  s t i l l  r e t a i n s  t h e
d e m e a n o r  a n d  c o m p o r t m e n t  o f  t h e
c h i m p a n z e e ,  t h e  g e n u s  p a n ,  p a r t  o f  H o m i n i d a e ,
t h e  g r e a t  p r i m a t e  f a m i l y .  A n d ,  s o ,  b y  n a t u r e ,
w e  a r e  v i o l e n t ,  a g g r e s s i v e ,  o b s e s s i v e ,
t r a n s g r e s s i v e ,  i m p o s i n g ,  e n v i o u s ,  t e r r i t o r i a l ,
n a r c i s s i s t i c / e g o t i s t i c a l ,  v e r y  m u c h  l i k e  o u r
c o u s i n ,  t h e  g e n u s  p a n .
 
B u t  t h e n ,  t h e r e ’ s  h o p e ,  t h e  s t u d y  s a y s  t h a t
t h e  h u m a n  b r a i n  i s  s t i l l  d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  o n c e  i t
h a s  a c h i e v e d  f u l l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m a n  s h a l l  b e
c o m p l e t e ,  a  t r u l y  s e l f - a c t u a l i z e d  s p e c i e s ,
a l t r u i s t i c ,  s a i n t l y  a n d  t r u e ,  j u s t  l i k e  B u d d h a ,
G a n d h i ,  C h r i s t  a n d  t h e  f a r m e r ,  M a n g  O s t i n g ,
w h o  g e n e r o u s l y  p r o v i d e s  f o r  m y  v e g e t a r i a n
n e e d s .
 
T h u s ,  t h i s  f i l m ,  “ L a h i ,  h a y u p ” { P a n ,  ( g e n u s ) } …  i t
h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  m y  d e s i r e  t o  m a k e  a  f i l m
a b o u t  a n i m a l s ;  b u t ,  m a n  a s  a n i m a l s ,  m a n
h o n e s t l y  a c t i n g  l i k e  o n e ,  a n  a n i m a l ,  a s  h e  h a s
b e e n  a c t i n g  l i k e  a n  a n i m a l  a l l  h i s  l i f e  a n y w a y . "

Lav Diaz

Syn o p s i s/
S t a t e m e n t



Lavrente  Indico Diaz  aka Lav Diaz  i s  a  f i lmmaker  f rom  the  Phi l ipp ines  who  was

born  on  December  30 ,  1958  and  ra i sed  in  Cotabato ,  Mindanao .  He  works  as  di rector ,

wri ter ,  producer ,  edi tor ,  c inematographer ,  poet ,  composer ,  product ion  des igner  and

actor  a l l  at  once .  He  i s  espec ia l l y  notable  fo r  the  l ength  of  his  f i lms ,  some  of  which

run  fo r  up  to  eleven  hours .  That  i s  because  his  f i lms  are  not  governed  by  t ime  but  by

space  and  nature .  His  f i lms  are  about  the  soc ia l  and  pol i t ica l  s t ruggles  of  his

mother land  and  through  these ,  he  has  garnered  the  admirat ion  of  the  in ternat iona l

fes t i va l  c i rcu i t .

 

Since  1998  he  has  di rected  twelve  f i lms ,  and  won  severa l  in ternat iona l  awards .  His

2002  f i lm  Batang  West  Side  won  Best  Picture  at  the  Singapore  In ternat iona l  F i lm

Fest i va l ,  plus  awards  at  the  Independent  F i lm  Fest i va l  of  Brusse l s ,  Gawad  Ur ian ,  and

Cinemani la  In ternat iona l  F i lm  Fest i va l .  He  a lso  rece ived  a  Gawad  Ur ian  fo r  his  2005

f i lm  Evolut ion  of  a  F i l ip ino  Fami ly  and  Spec ia l  Jury  Pr ize  at  the  Fr ibourg

Internat iona l  F i lm  Fest i va l  in  2006  fo r  Heremias ,  Book  One .  His  f i lm  Death  in  the

Land  of  Encantos ,  was  the  c los ing  f i lm  of  the  Or izzont i  sect ion  of  the  Venice  F i lm

Fest i va l  2007 ,  and  was  awarded  a  Golden  L ion  Spec ia l  Ment ion .  His  2008  e ight -hour

f i lm  Melanchol ia ,  a  s tory  about  v ic t ims  of  summary  execut ions ,  won  the  Or izzont i

Grand  Pr ize  at  the  65th  Venice  In ternat iona l  F i lm  Fest i va l  in  2008 ,  and  F lorent ina

Hubaldo ,  CTE  has  rece ived  Best  F i lm  at  Images  Fest i va l ,  Toronto  and  Jeonju

Internat iona l  F i lm  Fest i va l  in  2012 .  In  2010  he  rece ived  a  Guggenheim  Fe l lowship

and  in  2011  jo ined  the  Board  of  Directors  fo r  Cine  Foundat ion  In ternat iona l .  The

Venice  F i lm  Fest i va l  ca l l s  him  “ the  ideo log ica l  fa ther  of  the  New  Phi l ipp ine  Cinema ” .

 

In  2013 ,  his  f i lm  Norte ,  The  End  of  History  i s  presented  at  Un  Certa in  regard  Cannes

F i lm  Fest i va l  and  cons idered  as  “one  of  the  most  beaut i fu l  f i lm  seen  in  Cannes ”

(Jacques  Mandelbaum ,  Le  Monde )  or  even  “qui te  poss ib ly  the  best  f i lm  there ”  (Danie l

Kasman ,  Mubi ) ,  a  “superb  piece  of  focused  narrat i ve ”  (Jonathan  Romney ,  Screen )  –a

broadened  in ternat iona l  recogni t ion  that  earns  him  to  be  inv i ted  at  F ID  Marse i l le  to

be  part  of  the  Off ic ia l  Compet i t ion  Jury  and  eventua l l y  at  the  2013  Locarno  F i lm

Fest i va l  as  the  Pres ident  of  the  Jury .  His  f i lm  “Mula  sa  Kung  Ano  ang  Noon ”  (From

What  i s  Before )  won  the  Golden  Leopard  in  Locarno  F i lm  Fest i va l .  The  fo l lowing  year ,

his  e ight -hour  f i lm  “Hele  sa  Hiwagang  Hapis ”  (A  Lu l laby  to  the  Sor rowfu l  Mystery )

won  the  Si l ver  Bear  Al f red  Bauer  Pr ize  in  Ber l in  In ternat iona l  F i lm  Fest i va l  and  “Ang

Babaeng  Humayo ”  (The  Woman  Who  Lef t )  bagged  the  Golden  L ion  Pr ize  in  the

Venice  In ternat iona l  F i lm  Fest i va l ,  the  oldest  f i lm  fes t i va l  in  the  wor ld .
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(Sera f in  Geronimo :  Kr imina l  ng  Barr io  Concepcion )  -  Cr imina l  of  Barr io  Concepcion ,

1998

    

(Burger  Boys )  -  1999

    

(Hubad  sa  I l a l im  ng  Buwan )  -  Naked  Under  the  Moon ,  1999

   

(Batang  West  Side )  -  West  Side  Kid ,  2002

    

(Hesus  Rebolusyunaryo )  -  Jesus ,  Revolut ionary ,  2002

(Ebolusyon  ng  I sang  Pami lyang  Pi l ip ino )  -  Evolut ion  of  a  F i l ip ino  Fami ly ,  2004

    

[Heremias ,  Unang  Aklat :  Ang  Alamat  ng  Pr insesang  Bayawak ) ]  -  Heremias  (Book  One :

The  Legend  of  the  L izard  Pr incess ) ,  2006

    

(Kagadanan  Sa  Banwaan  Ning  Mga  Engkanto )  -  Death  in  the  Land  of  Encantos ,  2007

Melanchol ia ,

2008

(Babae  ng  Hangin )  -  Woman  of  The  Wind ,  2011  Century  of  Bi r th ing ,  2011

F lorent ina  Hubaldo ,  CTE ,

2012

Norte :  Hangganan  ng  Kasaysayan ,  2013

    

Mula  sa  Kung  Ano  ang  Noon

(From  What  i s  Before ) ,  2014

Hele  sa  Hiwagang  Hapis  (A  Lu l laby  to  the  Sor rowfu l  Mystery ) ,  2016

    

Ang  Babaeng  Humayo  (The  Woman  Who  Lef t ) ,  2016

Ang  Panahon  ng  Hal imaw

(Season  of  the  Dev i l ) ,  2018

Ang  Hupa  (The  Halt ) ,  2019

Lahi ,  Hayop  (Genus ,  Pan ) ,2020
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C R E W

Director/Writer/Editor/Cinematographer
Lav Diaz
 
 
 Assistant Director/Production Manager
 Hazel Orencio
 
 
 Production Designer
 Popo Diaz
 

 Art Director
 Robinne Martillano
 
Production Assistant/Boom person
Cecil Buban
 Rosalyn Tarnate
 
 
Location Manager/Coordinator
Mar Tarquian
 
Setman
Alfredo "Piduts" Fernandez
 
 
Production Assistant
Qi Perez
 
Driver
Sylvester Derla
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C O N TAC T  U S

EMAIL :  

GENUSPANFILM@GMAIL .COM

         

FACEBOOK .COM /GENUSPANFILM


